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THINKING GREEN
2022 AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 
DJILBA
Thinking Green is a series of free community sustainable living 
workshops presented by the City of Swan.
The series aims to inspire participants to change their lifestyle, improve their 
wellbeing and be kinder to the environment. It includes workshops related to 
waste avoidance and reduction, water and energy conservation and efficiency, 
emission reduction, sustainable transport, sustainable gardening, and biodiversity 
conservation.
Please check the age suitability in the event description. Our school holiday 
workshops are promoted separately.
If you need to cancel, we ask for 48 hours warning to allow those on the  
waiting list the opportunity to attend. Please do not attend if you are unwell.
Check out all workshops and register via scanning the QR code with your 
smartphone camera or visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen

This document can be made available in alternative formats on request. 
Printed on 100 per cent recycled paper
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Places are limited, so bookings are essential.  
Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online

GROWING SALAD
GREENS 

Let us discuss leafy greens – the different types,  
how to grow them and how to eat them!
Martina Hoeppner from Dandelion Permaculture will discuss the different leafy greens you 
can grow at home to make easy and delicious salads. This includes what types of leafy 
greens to grow, how and when to grow them and what they need to thrive. Martina will 
bring some greens in from her own garden to show and for attendees to try.
Suitable for adults and young people aged 12 and over.

Bullsbrook Public Library
3 Maroubra Avenue, Bullsbrook
Thursday, August 4, 5.30 - 6.30pm  

Guildford Public Library
97 James Street, Guildford
Thursday, September 29, 5.30 - 6.30pm

Images courtesy of Martina Hoeppner and Miriam Atkinson.

WATERCOLOUR
NATIVE FLOWERS 

Celebrate the abundance of unique and beautiful native 
flowers by depicting some in watercolour paintings. 
Miriam Atkinson will guide attendees in painting some of these using various watercolour 
techniques, including painting Everlasting Daises in brush and gouache.
No prior experience required. All equipment and materials will be provided.
Suitable for adults and young people aged 12 and over.

Beechboro Public Library
332 Benara Road, Beechboro
Saturday, August 6, 10.30am – 12.30pm

Bullsbrook Public Library
3 Maroubra Avenue, Bullsbrook
Saturday, August 20, 10.30am – 12.30pm

Guildford Public Library
97 James Street, Guildford 
Saturday, September 10, 10.30am – 12.30pm

Old Midland Courthouse 
49 Helena Street, Midland 
Monday, September 19, 10.30am - 12.30pm
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Places are limited, so bookings are essential.  
Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online

SPEED DATE AN 
E-RIDEABLE

Learn about e-Rideables and take a test ride.
What are e-rideables? What is legal? Is it the right vehicle for me?  
How much fun is it riding one? If any or all of these questions are on your  
mind, join this interactive workshop that’ll introduce participants to micromobility,  
the impact it’ll have on reducing your carbon footprint when commuting and their legal 
framework. People on Bicycles will equip you with skills and knowledge before you can 
test an e-bike, e-scooter or e-cargo bike. 
Workshop suitable for most ages but age restrictions apply for test rides.

Ellenbrook Community Library
90 Main Street, Ellenbrook
Saturday, August 27, 10.30am - 12pm

WORM FARMING
Learn how to use a worm farm to transform household 
food scraps into useful products for your garden.
Kevin Smith from The Worm Shed presents on all aspects of worm farming and  
the role worms play in recycling and waste management. This is followed by a 
demonstration of setting up and maintaining a worm farm.
Residents and ratepayers of the City are entitled to a $115 subsidy on an advanced worm 
farm set-up and/or a $50 subsidy on 1kg of worms, both of which will be available for 
purchase on the day. Pre-order your worm farm when you RSVP for the workshop. 
For more information on the subsidy, visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/wormfarmsubsidy
Suitable for adults and young people ages 12 and over.

Bullsbrook Public Library
3 Maroubra Avenue, Bullsbrook
Saturday, September 3, 11am – 1pm



Djilba
August and September workshops are held during the Noongar season of Djilba, the 
‘season of conception’. This is a transitional time of the year, with some cold and clear 
days, mixed with some warmer, rainy and windy days .

This is the start of an abundant flowering explosion that happens in South West 
WA. Beginning with the yellow flowering plants such as the acacias. As the season 
progresses and the temperatures continue to rise, the flower stalks of the balgas 
(Grass Trees) emerge in preparation for the coming Kambarang season. 

Traditionally, the main food sources included many of the land-based grazing animals 
including the yongar (kangaroo), the waitj (emu) and the koomal (possum).

As the days start to warm-up, parents start to bring our their young, teaching them 
how to protect themselves and also how to forage. The woodland birds are still nest 
bound, hence the swooping protective behaviour of the koolbardi (magpie), djidi djidi 
(willy wag tails) and chuck-a-luck (wattle birds).

Information sourced from www.bom.gov.au/iwk/nyoongar/index



Spaces are limited and bookings for all programs are essential.
Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to register, or contact the City of Swan.

Ballajura Public Library
9207 8686

Beechboro Public Library
9207 8585

Bullsbrook Public Library
9207 8989

Ellenbrook Community Library
9207 8787

Guildford Public Library
9207 8880

Midland Public Library
9267 9020

Non-Library Workshops
9267 9282

CONTACT US

Series: Workshop Venue Date Time

Growing salad 
greens

Bullsbrook Public Library Thursday, August 4 5.30 – 6.30pm

Guildford Public Library Thursday, September 29 5.30 – 6.30pm

Watercolour native 
flowers

Beechboro Library Saturday, August 6 10.30am – 12.30pm

Bullsbrook Public Library Saturday, August 20 10.30am – 12.30pm

Guildford Public Library Saturday September 10 10.30am – 12.30pm

Old Midland Courthouse Monday, September 19 10.30am - 12.30pm

Dieback treatment Ian Stannard Pavilion Saturday, August 13 12 - 2pm

Speed date  
an e-Rideable

Ellenbrook Community Library Saturday, August 27 10.30am – 12pm

Worm farming Bullsbrook Public Library Saturday, September 3 11am - 1pm

Birds along  
the brook

Susannah Lakes Saturday, September 3 8 – 10am

Build a native  
bee hotel

Ballajura Public Library Saturday, September 17 10.30am – 12pm

Ellenbrook Community Library Saturday, September 24 10.30am – 12pm

Introduction to 
local plant ID

Wandoo Heights Saturday, September 17 8.30 – 10.30am

WORKSHOP TIMETABLE



In order to demonstrate that the work done within the Swan community contributes to both 
local and global imperatives, the City of Swan has made the decision to align our Strategic 
Community Plan to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s).

The City remains committed to working within our framework to continue to adapt, support 
and empower communities to be aware of the changes they can make that contribute to 
global solutions.

The City lists the below seven SDG’s as the most relevant to be pursued through the 
Sustainable Environment approach.

For more information about the Strategic Community Plan visit  www.swan.wa.gov.au/SCP

For more information about the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals,  
visit sdgs.un.org/goals

WANT TO HEAR MORE 
ABOUT ACTIVITIES  
AND EVENTS? 
Sustainable Environment Events e-newsletter
If you want to stay up to date with all our environment and sustainability focussed activities 
and events, you can sign up to the monthly Sustainable Environment Events e-newsletter by 
visiting www.swan.wa.gov.au/subscribe. You’ll get the latest Thinking Green and Nature 
Know-How updates, as well as info about other activities, groups and news.

City of Swan Libraries 
There’s always plenty happening in our libraries! Visit www.swanlibraries.com.au to see 
a full list of workshops and classes running across all libraries within the City of Swan, and 
you can save your interests and preferences so you’re the first to hear about upcoming 
events. You can also join the Swan Library Community Facebook group to discuss upcoming 
programs and take part in online activities.



Five contemporary artists critique the insatiable appetite of consumerism by 
searching for ways to reduce, recycle, reuse and reclaim materials through 
their artworks. They ask, through foraging and fossicking, how can art shift our 
perception of what is trash and what is treasure? 
In partnership with the Recycling Centre Bullsbrook and the Bullsbrook Public Library, 
the project is a culmination of residencies and workshops ending with an exhibition at 
Ellenbrook Arts in November. Artworks will be created using a range of materials (organic 
and man-made) that have been foraged from the local waste processing plant, with the 
results are often surprising and thought-provoking. 
Each artist will each spend time in residence at the Bullsbrook Public Library finishing up on  
26 September 2022, hosting a variety of workshops throughout the period. Please contact 
Bullsbrook Public Library via (08) 9207 8989 for more information or to register.

Hand Sewing Techniques with Sophie Nixon  August 6 
Recycling Paper with Ingrid Mulder   August 20 
Reworked Canvas with Tami Esancy   September 10

FORAGING IN THE WASTE STREAM

The Environmental Art Project presented by Mundaring Arts Centre Inc. 
provides an annual opportunity for primary school children to creatively 
engage with local and global environmental issues, while developing their 
own positive message about protecting the earth.
Have you ever wondered about the animals that live in your neighbourhood? What are they? 
Where do they come from? Where do they go? What do they need to survive?
The theme of the 2022 Environmental Art Project, Backyard Biodiversity, challenges 
teachers, students and parents to look closely at nature and discover, observe and monitor 
the animals that live in our local area.
The Perth Hills, Swan Valley and surrounding areas are home to a wide variety of birds, 
mammals, reptiles, insects, amphibians, fish and other organisms. Discover the animals that 
live in your backyard/school and investigate what they need to survive.
Find out how to take part at www.mundaringartscentre.com.au/eap 

Environmental Art Project 2022



Nature 
know-how
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Nature know-how 
2022 August - September 
Djilba
Nature know-how is a free series of hands-on, skills-based 
workshops and informative presentations.
Hosted across the City’s libraries and bushland reserves, the presentations are designed 
for Friends Group volunteers, environmental enthusiasts and anyone wanting to increase 
their knowledge and skills! Come along to learn how to manage and improve bushland 
and conserve biodiversity.

Please check the age suitability in the event description. Our school holiday workshops 
are promoted separately.

If you need to cancel, we ask for 48 hours warning to allow those on the waiting 
list the opportunity to attend. Please do not attend if you are unwell.

Check out all workshops and register via scanning the QR code with your smartphone 
camera or visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/nature

This document can be made available in alternative formats on request. 
Printed on 100 per cent recycled paper
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Places are limited, so bookings are essential.  
Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/nature to book online

Discover birds with ornithologist Simon Cherriman.
Join Perth Hills ornithologist Simon Cherriman for a guided nature-walk 
 on Noongar Country at Susannah Lakes to learn about the Noongar 
 names and nests of birds in the area, and what you can do to help them.
The walk will follow a 1.5km track and focus spotting and identifying ‘bush’ and water-bird 
species, and recording and submitting information using BirdLife Australia’s Birdata App. 
Suitable for most ages.
Susannah Lakes 
Lot 13430 Strawberry Hills Drive
Saturday, September 3, 8 - 10am 

Birds along  
the brook

Images courtesy of Roleybsuhcare and Simon Cherriman.

Gain practical skills to treat Phytophthora Dieback. 
Learn all about Phytophthora Dieback from Roleybushcare, an  
environmental group who have done extensive work in this space. They  
will talk about the disease, signs and symptoms, treatment, resistant plants  
and what you can do, before demonstrating the correct technique of phosphite tree injection. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to try this themselves too.

This workshop is suitable for adults and young people involved in a Friends or Catchment 
group under the supervision of an adult.

Please wear practical clothing and footwear as we will walk outside to treat some trees. 
Equipment, safety glasses and tools will be provided for the event.

Gidgegannup Men’s Shed
Ian Stannard Pavillion (Gidgegannup Showgrounds)
2171 Toodyay Road, Gidgegannup
Saturday, August 13, 12 - 2pm 

Dieback treatment



Learn about native bees and make a bee hotel 
to take home.
The Bee Babette, Dr Kit Prendergast, is tuning in from ‘over east’ to share the buzz about 
native bees. After this online presentation and Q&A, attendees will have the chance to 
make and decorate their own bee hotel to take home.

Suitable for adults and  young people.

Ballajura Public Library
1 Kingfisher Avenue, Ballajura
Saturday, September 17, 10.30am – 12pm

Ellenbrook Community Library
90 Main Street, Ellenbrook
Saturday, September 24, 10.30am – 12pm

Places are limited, so bookings are essential. 
Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/nature to book online 3

Make a native
bee hotel

Image courtesy of Kit Prendergast.

Join Karen, from Life in the Bush, and learn what to look 
for when identifying local native species.
After discussing the characteristics of common WA plant families, the group will take a 
look around to identify some under Karen's guidance. Attendees will leave with basic 
knowledge to broadly identify common plant knowledge and some species when walking 
in local bushland.
More details of the meeting location will be provided after registration. 
Suitable for adults and young people aged 12 and over.
Wandoo Heights
Range Road, Millendon
Saturday, September 17, 8.30 – 10.30am

Introduction to
local plant ID


